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Tape A:
There are two people in the room with Pat Spiers, the interviewer and what sounds like an assistant.
Assistant: 1990 and I’m going to interview Pat Spiers. She’s gonna tell us a little bit about her childhood and her life on the ranch. I’m not plugged in.
*Interviewer and Assistant laugh*
INTERVIEWER: Okay Pat, go ahead. Tell me about Kamloops.
PAT: I was born in Kamloops in 1915, almost on the old first bridge in north Kamloops. As I grew older and - oh, gee *Pat whispers* made a mistake.
INTERVIEWER: Okay well-
*Tape cuts out. Tape replays from the beginning, clearer and louder, and does not cut out*
Assistant: 1990 and I’m going to interview Pat Spiers. She’s gonna tell us a little bit about her childhood and her life on the ranch. I’m not plugged in.
*Interviewer and Assistant laugh*
Interviewer: Okay Pat, go ahead. Tell me about Kamloops.
Pat Spiers: I was born in Kamloops in 1915, almost on the old first bridge in north Kamloops. As I grew older and - oh, gee *Pat whispers* made a mistake.
Interviewer: Okay well just go ahead.
Pat: My mother rode up to, ‘til two weeks before I was born. My grandfather told my mum that if she kept riding before I was born that I would look like a horse. I didn’t look like a horse but I had the spirit of a horse, and I pranced and run and was wild as the hills. Um, as I grew older, I went out and stayed with my aunt on the ranch up the north Thompson. I used to ride and herd cattle, watch that the sheep and cattle didn’t overtake the range ‘cause there would be more with the two owners, my uncle and uh, the Junior boy, and I used to have to ride over pre- near every other day to check and make sure the cattle were on their own s- on our side of the range. But as I - when I left down there, down, left the ranch, I came into Kamloops and I used to go out to the Indian reserve and take their horses and ride all over Kamloops. And this friend of mine, her and I rode down the main streets in Kamloops and her mother said after when we got home she said weren't you two girls ashamed riding down the main street in Kamloops and we said no, we were proud. *Pat and Interviewer laugh*
Interviewer: No reason to be ashamed.
Pat: When I came up from Kamloops in, um, 1934 to Prince George, um, I stayed for a while and worked in the [? 3:34] and worked around Prince George and finally I ended up going to the WM ranch. Today, I’m helping celebrate my 75th birthday with Prince George. I loved the ranch the first time I ever saw it. I thought it was the most beautifulest place on earth and thought at that time it would make a beautiful park. I used to go down, uh, to the [? boat 4:12], the old, uh, [? boat rows 4:13] and sit on there and wonder about the people that came up the river and how they were dressed and what they did.
Tape B
Pat: I started working for Mrs. Mitchell and I worked there for… until she sold the ranch to Mr. Stauble. I have many many beautiful memories of the place. We used to take, uh, people out on the sleighs, and I’d ride up and meet people in the winter, ridin’ up- go up the river and we were just so happy and so contented and even today that spot is my happiness. We met a lot of people, met the loggers that went up the river, lot of times many of them would come in tight *laughter* and we’d have to take them up to camp in the boat. I used to ride a lot there too and herd cattle, I drove all the machinery, I drove the team, cut hay, and I have pictures and albums of all the doings that I did on the ranch.
Interviewer: That’s very good.
Assistant: Well, facts are facts.
Interviewer: Whoops *laughter*
Pat: I worked as a hired hand for Mrs. Mitchell up until 1951 when I married Ivan Wayant. He at that time was the foreman for the ranch and, um, I worked until Mrs. Mitchell sold. It was sure wonderful to be able to go drive the horses and then from there go up to drive my tractor. First tractor that came on to the ranch and I used to go up, take it up the field, and go out and turn it loose there so I knew I wouldn't hit anything or anybody. And I got to be able to drive the tractor really good. It was happy days and happy memories for me.
Interviewer: I understand you had a son, Larry, from a previous marriage. How old was he when, when, uh, you came up to the ranch?
Pat: Oh, six or seven.
Interviewer: Six or seven?
Pat: Yeah. I’m not, I’m not quite sure.
Interviewer: So he grew up there, more or less, on the ranch.
Pat: Yes, and, uh, that was happiness for him too and just before he passed away, four years ago, he said that that was the most happiest time of his life.
Interviewer: Well it is a beautiful place up there.
Pat: My son’s ashes are scattered over the ranch. That was his wish. I didn’t know it at the time but his wife Nancy told me that that’s where he- what he wanted was to have his ashes spread on the WM ranch.
Interviewer: Okay, and could you tell me something about the Hubles, uh, when you first met them and uh, and uh… 
Pat: I met the Hubles in, uh, the ‘40s. I knew Mr. Huble very well, and Mrs. Huble and all the girls, and Al and Sammy, and Dean. Dean was drowned in Summit Lake, and the day that he drowned Sammy came out to see us and brought his boots that he had on when he got drowned. Sammy was a wonderful person, they were all wonderful people. I thought the world of every one of them. Mr. Huble got at- when he came down to visit us, told me of the time he was attacked by a grizzly and his arm, he showed me his arms where he had the scars yet from teeth. And finally he got, was able to get down and go and get a gun and shoot that bear, and Dean gave me that hide and I had it up until not too many years ago and it got so old that it, I didn’t think it was worth anything so I destroyed it.
Interviewer: That's kinda too bad eh?
Assistant: That's very interesting.
Tape C:
Pat: I used to go and visit Mrs. Huble when she was living in town. Mr. Huble would live there, they both lived there on 8th Avenue. Mr. Huble died in that home. And I used to know all the girls. Harry Copperthwaite, Ada, used to chum with all of them. And I will say now that I’m so happy that the place has been made into a park to remember the Hubles, and Ivan Wayant, and Mrs. Mitchell.
Interviewer: Did you ever know, uh, Ed Seebach at all?
Pat: No I didn’t.
Interviewer: You never met him, eh? And you never knew Mrs. Huble on the farm, you, you met-
Pat: No.
Interviewer: -her after she was in town.
Pat: Right.
Interviewer: Oh yeah.
Pat: ‘Cause they had moved in from the ranch long before I went there.
Interviewer: I understand you had quite a bad accident, uh, when you were comin’ with the horses there. Did you get dragged or something?
Pat: I got drug with the team. Ivan sent us up to get the oats and he told us only to put 6 sacks on ‘cause he’d made it stable. Bein’ smart that I thought I knew it all, I put 10 sacks on. Larry was with me and I went to lean over to pick up one of the reins of the horses that had fallen out of my hand and I - the [? 1:38] fell over on my leg and I couldn’t get up. And the team was starting to go and they were starting to run and I couldn't pull them back with the reins so Larry run ahead and grabbed the one horse by the bridle. And I was scarred from one end to the other and I thought that I had broke my leg but I didn’t. And there was some matter over that but it was my own fault.
*Interviewer and Assistant laugh*
Interviewer: Well at least you got over that one too, eh Pat?
*Interviewer laughs*
Pat: Yeah, yeah.
Interviewer: Uh, did you have sheep at the ranch when you were there?
Pat: Yes, she had a hundred head.
Interviewer: Hundred head eh?
Pat: She had a hundred head of sheep and close to a hundred head of cattle. We used to go over and, and get, uh, have to ride over and get the cattle back, bring them back ‘cause they'd go way over to where the Philip place is now. And Mrs. Mitchell owned so much land that she could let her cattle run and there was no restriction on the road at that time.
Interviewer: No range law.
Pat: No. In fact when they were building the road we used to have to go up and pull the cars out. Up on the highway they’d walk in and get the team. And so many times that I'd come so near up being in bad accidents but I’m still here and still living.
*Interviewer laughs*
Interviewer: I was gonna ask you something else… Did you have lots of moose around there or?
Pat: Yes there was and I raised a pet moose. The men found her in the river going up to camp and they brought it down to me. I had to get permission from the game wardens to keep her, and I wasn’t supposed to put her in the barn at night but I did because I knew something would get her and kill her. I also raised a wild goose and every time that that goose would go out in the field and the wild geese had come in he’d head for the house and-
*Interviewer laughs*
Interviewer: Wasn’t very wild anymore eh?
*Interviewer laughs*
Pat: One day we went to town, when we’d come back somebody had killed the goose. I never saw him again. And, uh, he used to follow us up to the hay field. If he’d get too far behind he’d fly over us and land in front until we caught up. Talk about interesting. I’ve had a, a real interesting life all around. I’ve done what I want to do, I feel that I haven’t done too, too many people harm. I like everybody and I don’t envy no one.
Interviewer: Well that’s very good.
Tape D:
Interviewer: Well Pat, you were just telling me recently that you met the Hubles a little earlier than 1940.
Pat: Yes, I met them in 1937.
Interviewer: Well that’s good. So um…
*whispering*
Interviewer: Okay *Interviewer laughs*
Pat: … Ivan on the boat… 
Interviewer: What’s this about surfing? *Interviewer laughs*
Pat: They talk about surfing today on, over at the lakes and there. My son Larry used to go out on the Fraser River with Ivan and the boat and Ivan would pull him up the Fraser River. And I used to get so upset because I thought that something was gonna happen to them, so they'd sneak out and I wasn't watching and one day I heard the boat out on the river and I went down to the bank and they were goin’ up the river just having a heck of a good time *Interviewer laughs* laughing and playing and they looked over on land and I was standing there and Ivan put the gas thing, gas down and Larry starts sinking. *laughter*
Interviewer: It was worse when they saw you eh?
*Interviewer laughs*
Pat: Yeah. I’ve had many laughs and, and many a good time. I just wish that everyone could’ve had the life that I’ve had, ups and downs.
Interviewer: Hey can you, do you know, can you tell me about any Christmases that you had out at the ranch there?
Pat: The last big Christmas I had out there we had to go out and get people at, uh, up the main road with the team and sleigh. I had 30 people come down. It was just beautiful. My family was there and Stan's mother-in-law and so many people, and to hear the sleigh bells ringin’ when we were coming home from bringing people down and taking them back up to the main road. It’ll be a Christmas that I will never forget. And everybody seemed so happy then. We never had to worry about people coming in and stealing and taking what you had and today you have to put a lock on your door.
Interviewer: Yeah it's quite a difference, and those sleigh bells are really something, I know. *Interviewer laughs*
Interviewer: Um, did you know anything about that Indian summer hunting camp that was up the river there?
Pat: Yes I did. I never… I could see it from the boat but we never ever walked up there. But Ivan told me that that used to be an old, uh, old I- Well the Chinese well they, they had a garden there but they told me also, Ivan also told me that it was a Indian uh… when they used to camp and they'd come down the river.
Interviewer: Yeah. Did they have any- what did they have at the camp there, do you know if they-
Pat: No.
Interviewer: -did they have any- you don’t know anything of what they had there eh.
Pat: No.
Interviewer: And, uh, this Chinese that had the garden there, was that the same spot that they had the garden or a little farther?
Pat: Up further.
Interviewer: Farther up.
Pat: Yeah, yeah. Further up. He used to raise vegetables and sell to the people coming down in the boats.
Interviewer: Oh yeah. Well I guess Hubles did that too eh, raised vegetables so-
Pat: Yeah, he- they raised vegetables right on the farm.
Interviewer: Oh yeah.
Pat: But that Chinese fellow had his own garden further up the river.
Interviewer: Really really did a lot of gardening up there.
Pat: Right.
Interviewer: Plus that, that wasn’t the same guy that worked for, for Huble though. That’d be a different Chinese hey?
Pat: Oh, I don’t think he worked for Huble. I know that they did have Chinese here-
Interviewer: Yeah.
Pat: -at one time but I don’t know what year.
Interviewer: Yeah.
Tape E:
Interviewer: I understand you got a story to tell about a bear. *Interviewer laughs*
Pat: One-one morning I had washed my hair and I used to have long hair down my back, and I threw- went out the door and threw my hair up back my face so I could see where I was going, and I saw this black thing over by Mrs. Mitchell's house and I thought “That’s not one of our cows,” ‘cause she did have black cows and suddenly I realized it was a black bear. And I run to the kitchen door and I couldn't get in and the bear was coming towards me and I just flew around to the other door to get into the house and then my dog, my police dog took after the bear and put it around, uh, Mrs. Mitchell place by the big tree that has been cut down and my dog took after it and kept it up the tree and I was able to get in the house.
*Pat and Interviewer laugh*
Interviewer: Exciting times.
*laughter continues*
Assistant: Anything more?
Interviewer: Anything more? Any more exciting stories?
*Assistant laughs*
Pat: I brought in, uh, my husband and, Ivan and I brought in the first palominos into Prince George, and we brou- I brought in the first Siamese cat and the first chihuahuas. I sold the chihuahua puppies for 50 dollars apiece. I raised Siamese cats and sold them for 20 dollars apiece. And I used to go into the shows, the horse shows and parades and fairs and everything and I've got all my ribbons done up in a frame. I would like to see them go down to the ranch if I could be allowed to.
Interviewer: You have more than one frame. You have about two frames don’t you? Two big frames of ribbons.
Pat: Right.
Interviewer: Yeah. [? 2:09] beautiful.
Pat: And I would also like to see my albums go down with the pictures of what I did all the time I was at the ranch. If, uh, the Society will allow me to take them down I’d love to have them preserved down there.
Interviewer: Quite interesting, there’s a lot of, lot of pictures of the ranch down there. Pictures that you can’t… and uh…[? 2:39] else.
Pat: I left the ranch in 1959, moved on to the place that I, at that time was the H[? NAME 2:54] place that I’d bought in 1948.
Interviewer: That’s the place on the old Summit Road north.
Pat: Right. And I started up a riding stable which was called the Eldorado, and when my husband passed away when we had moved up there he’d already had two bad heart attacks. And I knew that I was gonna have to do something to make my living to go on, and just before he passed away he told a lot of people that he knew that I was capable of running the place after he was gone. The night before he passed away he wanted to go down to Marlene S[? NAME’S 3:45] wedding at Salmon Valley. We had a wonderful time, he danced and met friends that he hadn’t saw in years and when we came out of the hall he took my hand and he said “Pat, I've had the most wonderfulest time tonight.” The next day at quarter to one he was gone.
*Interviewer and Assistant mumbling*
Assistant: That’s good.
Tape F:
Interviewer: I understand you’re related to the, uh, McLeans?
Pat: Yes I am. Uh, the [? 0:09] McLeans are, were my great uncles and they have now started up the Hat Creek House which belonged to my great grandfather.
Interviewer: Old, uh…
Pat: Old Donald McLean.
Interviewer: Donald McLean.
Pat: And uh, at opening day down there, my sister and I went down and we took my grandmother’s dishes that were hers when she got married and people down there said that they had never seen a set like it, that it was just beautiful. We took down my gram’s sewing machine and old chair that she used to sit in on our place in north Kamloops, and if I can be just half the woman that my grandmother McLean was I’d, I'd be so proud. McLeans uh, are in history from way back, they to- they told me in Victoria that they were a very romantic family, a beautiful family and um, I just feel so glad that I'm part of it.
Interviewer: Okay, I guess that’s, uh…
Assistant: Anything else?
Interviewer: Uh, let’s see. What about your aunt that lived on the Onward ranch, was, was she, was she related to the McLeans?
Pat: My aunt that was married to the Eagles was considered one of the most beautifulest women there was. She, uh, lived on the Onward ranch and then after her and her husband separated she went up to Dawson Creek.
Interviewer: Dawson Creek-
Pat: Dawson City.
Interviewer: -or City?
Pat: Dawson City.
Pat: And, uh, she had a hotel up there. She died up there and we went up and found out all about her history and her death was in the front page of the Dawson news, Dawson City news. I was up to Dawson City when they celebrate their 75th birthday, and that was really something because uh the midnight sun was coming over the hills and it was just so beautiful. I've also been up to Alaska twice, I just enjoyed that because you just can't believe what a place it is, it's heaven. 
Interviewer: Okay thank you very much Pat, this is very interesting to listen to you. This is April the 10th 1990.
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